Safe for Wildlife - Safe for You



PREFACE

This publication may be reused free of charge in
any format or medium provided that it is reused
accurately and not used in a misleading

terial must be acknowledged as Sta
Jersey and the title of the publication specified

This document is also available on the States of
v.gov.je/planningenvironment
and www.eco-active je

Email : environment

A leaflet providing a summary of the Code
is available in print from the Environment
Department.
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To report disturbance to wildlife:

Environment Department:
Harbour Office:
Meteorological Office:

(01534) 441600
(01534) 497788
(01534) 745550 (24 hour emergency)

To report wildlife sightings:

Environment Department:

(01534) 441600

To record your wildlife sightings online visit: www.eco-active.je

To report live stranding, oiled birds,
or any marine animals which appear
to be distressed:

Jersey Animal Shelter:

(01534) 724331 (office hours)
07797 720331 (24 hour emergency)

To report dead marine animals:

Environment Department:
Meteorological Office:

(01534) 441600 (office hours) or
(01534) 745550 (24 hour emergency)

To report a water pollution incident:

Pollution Hotline:

(01534) 709535

If using VHF radio: St Helier Port Control — VHF CH14
Jersey Coast Guard — VHF 25,82 or 16
For further information Environment Department: (01534) 441600

on the Code:

Howard Davis Farm, La Route de la Trinité, Trinity, Jersey, JE3 5JP
T:+44(0)1534 441600 F:+44(0)1534 441601
www.gov.je/planningenvironment

To find out more about
Marine Wildlife:

Kempt Tower
Discovery Pier
Maritime Museum

More information can be found online,
by visiting www.eco-active.je
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SAFETY IN JERSEY’S
MARINE AND
COASTAL AREAS

Safety note - boat users Speed note — boat users

ppropri hin se marine
areas is a maximum of 5 knots over ground,
but preferably a ‘no-wake speed’ of around
3 knots. A of 5 knots should not be
ceeded unless tidal conditions dictate that a
r to stay in control

- Avoid conflict with other users by knowing
d abiding by the collision regulations.

Understand your local marine environment.
- Carry the appropriate safety equipm

Be safe at sea by following the appropriate
guidelines.

The 5 knot sp
in the

of the off:
Ecréhous




WHAT IS
DISTURBANCE?

Photo cour

Rapid swimming to and fro.

Appear aggressive and
agitated.

Cetaceans

Attempts to leave the area or
moves away from the vessel.

Head erect and whiskers
bristling.

Head craning or turning.

Hasty dives.

Nervous movement.

Head bobbing.

Changes in breathing patterns.

Sudden panic diving.

Wings flapping in situ.

Erratic changes in speed and
direction.

Shuffling or milling if on
rock/beach.

Making loud calling noises.

Lengthy periods underwater.

Stampede into the sea or if
already in sea crash diving.

Swooping and dive bombing
observers.

Aggressive behaviours, such as,
tail slaps and trumpet blows.




ON THE COAST

Jersey’s coast is a wonderful place to start
to discover our varied marine wildlife.
Whether viewing colonies of cliff-nesting
birds, exploring rock pools or spotting
dolphins from headlands, interactions with
wildlife in its natural habitat can be an
exhilarating experience.

If you are on land and are watching marine
wildlife then you should follow this part of
the Code. Even if you encounter wildlife
incidentally you should also observe the
guidance provided below as far as practicable
and so long as it is safe for you to do so.

The first points refer to general use and
for walking in inter-tidal areas, following
that are specific points for recreational
fishermen and climbers.

Additional guidance for
walking along inter-tidal
dareds




Additional guidance for Additional guidance for Without jeopardising the safety of

recreational fishermen climbers passengers and v:s;el we should :
conduct ourselves in a manner which
does not alter the natural behaviour

of warine wildlife and their safety.

ON THE SEA

We share Jersey’s marine and coastal waters with a large diversity of marine wildlife. Wildlife is

an important feature of a boat trip of any kind. As well as viewing wildlife from their own boats,
increasing numbers of people are taking advantage of the wide variety of dedicated wildlife
watching tours offered in Jersey from kayaks, RIBs and sailing boats. Bottlenose dolphins and seals
are regularly sighted, even from great distances.

If you are out on a boat of any kind watching marine wildlife then you should follow this Code.
If you encounter wildlife incidentally you should also observe the guidance provided below as far
as practicable and so long as it is safe for you to do so.

The first points refer to general boat users, followed by specific points for jet-skis and those under
sail, paddling or rowing. Please see Appendix Il for the wildlife watching Codes developed by the
Jersey Kitesurfing Association and the Jersey Canoe Club.




THis Code of Conduct applies to
both recreational and commercial
users of the marine environment.

We would like to develop our knowledge
of all of our marine species, particularly
marine mammals. To help us please report
your sightings via www.eco-active.je.




- Anchor away from sensitive areas, such as,
seagrass beds and breeding, nesting and
feeding sites. This map shows areas where
seagrass grows in Jersey waters.

- Personal moorings should not be used
without prior permission from the owner
or Harbour authorities.

Anti-fouling paint is very toxic to the
marine environment and wildlife. Remove
old paint inshore and dispose of it in the
correct manner.

- Avoid sudden

unpredictable
changes in speed,
direction and
engine noise.

- Keep your engine

and propeller well
maintained to
minimise noise.

- Inareas of intense

marine animal
activity consider fitting a propeller-
guard to avoid causing injury.

- Care should be taken when using non-

motorised vessels. Vessels with low or no

ngine noise are less likely to be heard by
marine wildlife, which may result in wildlife
being startled or even collision.

- Be aware of any wildlife close to your craft

to ensure that action to minimise disturbance
can be taken as soon as possible.

- Remember that you may be vulnerable

in a small craft. Marine animals can be
unpredictable and may put you at risk.

- If you are under sail, mi ise tacking, jibing

and flapping sails close to marine wildlife,
as long as it does not compromise your safety.

Please see Appendix | for the Codes of
Conduct for kitesurfing and kayaking.




IN THE SEA

All activities which take place in the
Sea Wave the potential to disturb
wmarine wildlife. Please follow this
Code of Conduct to keep disturbance
10 a minimum.

GENERAL CODE

Daly
photo courtesy of Sue
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Use Channel 16 if the call is a distress or urgency call

St Helier Port Control VHF CH14
Jersey Coast Guard VHF 25 or 82

Jersey Harbours Tel: (01534) 447788

for sea birds

- When observing wild birds ensure that

you do not alter their

natural behaviour.

This can be

achieved by:

- keeping noise to a
minimum;
avoid approaching
bird colonies,
roosts,
rafts, nest and
feeding sites closer
than 100 metres; and
observing the birds
using binoculars.

- The following behaviours indicate

preparedness to fly:

- head craning, head turning;
- head bobbing; and

- wing flapping in situ.

If you observe any of the above move away
and allow the birds to settle.

- Other signs of disturbance include:

- swooping and dive bombing observers;
- making loud calling noises; and
- appearing aggressive and agitated.

- Be aware that birds may feel threatened by

human presence, this may cause them to display
behaviour resulting in personal injury.

« Avoid disturbing the birds by only using

recognised landing areas.

+ When in a vessel under motor, be sensitive to wind
direction and engine fumes choking nesting birds.

- Never walk through a nesting site or feeding

flocks, this may have a devastating effect on the
birds and may cause irreversible damage to nests
or nesting birds.

- Areas where birds breed, nest and feed include

isolated shingle banks, enclosed bays, gullies
and cliffs, it is recommended that people are
sensitive to birds in these areas from

1st December to the 31st July.

- Seals should be approached slowly and from

a sideways angle to reduce stress.

If a seal shows signs of distress immediately
fnove away slowly, the first signs are called
the ‘tripwire moment’, which include:

- head erect and whiskers bristling;

- nervous movement; and

- shuffling or milling if on rock/beach.

Signs of major disturbance include:

- rapid swimming to and fro;

- sudden panic diving; and

- stampede into the sea or, if already in sea,
crash diving.

- Observe seals from a distance of 100 metres

using binoculars. Avoid staring or pointing at
seals, they will find this behaviour intimidating

- Care should be taken when using non-

motorised vessels. Vessels with low or no engine
noise are less likely to be heard, which may result
in seals being startled or even collision.

+ When in shallow waters

be aware of submerged
seals and never creep
up on seals.

- Never place yourself

between a mother

and pup, particularly

young pups left on beaches. Adult females generally
rest underwater 10-30 metres from the shore

+= Hauling out or
mooring close to
youing animals may
distress nearby parent
animals and prevent
them feeding or
approaching their
young.




CODE OF CONDUCT CODE OF CONDUCT IDENTIFYING SPECIES IN JERSEY WATERS

for cetaceans for basking sharks
(dolphins and porpoises)

Baking sharks are commonly sighted in calm
areas known as ‘fronts’ as tt
plankton which is found in the

photo bel

Photo courtesy of Trevor Copp

erratic movements around the animals or
ould gradually sudden changes in speed.
er than 5 knots
speed) and keep a distance of 100 g
metres from the cetaceans quickly it is important to gradually slow down
to a speed of 5 knots within 100 metres.

Let basking sharks approach you. If ba
intended course, sha > 10 & C e el, maintain
or erratic mo

Move away slowly if you notice signs of . re that basking sharks poor eyesight
isturbance, such as: and may NOT move out of your way.

- Allow groups of basking sharks to remain
together.

d and direction;
d - Leave pairs of basking shark alone, t
tail slaps be courting

groups of cetacea ng and
never come between a mother and her calf.

Never drive deliberately between groups
of cetaceans, allow them to remain together

If safe, switch off all sonar equipment
hen n n th affect their
communication and navigation

If you discover a solitary dolphin, try to avoid
interacting with the animal by maintaining a

ady speed in the direction intended. If you are
followed into a harbour or marina by a dolphin

contact the Harbour authoriti ee Cont: st) tesy of €O speedie
photo coU!




Bottlenosed Dolphin
Tursiops truncatus
Broad Habitat: Shallow seas

SPECIES FOUND IN
JERSEY'S COASTAL Bottlenosed dolphins
are common in Jerse;
AND MARINE AREAS waters They are
pale to dark grey in
colour and reach a
size of 3-4 metres.
Dolphins breathe
at the surface
through their blow
holes and swim
in pods of 2-25
individuals.
The bpttlenosed 5010 ca
dolphin hunts ”exyum;/m;
for mackerel and reedy
cuttlefish using echo-location.
It is thought that approximately
100 individuals inhabit Jersey waters.

Grey Seal
Halichoerus grypus
Broad Habitat: S

Leatherback
Turtle
Dermochelys
coriacea

Broad Habitat:
Open ocean

h0to
The leatherback e of o Speeqs,
turtle is not
commonly seen in Jersey waters. It
is the largest species of turtle measuring from
1 to 2 metres in length and weighing between 250
and 700 kgs. They are easily identified because of
their size and their black leathery (rather than a bony)
carapace. They migrate large distances between their
feeding grounds in deep, colder waters where they
feed primarily on jellyfish. The female leatherback
turtles return to the area of birth to nest.
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Harbour porpoise
Phocoena phocoena
Broad Habitat: Deep water

Although not a common species to Jersey waters
harbour porpoises have been sighted here. They
generally grow from between 1.4 to 1.9 metres
in length and weigh between 61 and 76 kgs.
They are dark grey in colour, with speckled sides.
Harbour porpoises feed mainly on small fish,
including herring and sprat.

Brent
Goose
Brata
bernicla
Broad
Habitat:
Seashore

Brent geese visit Jersey
annually in numbers of between 8 and
1500. They can be found on sandy seashores
and mud flats where they feed. In appearance
the head, neck and breast are black separating
the dark brown back and lighter belly quite
distinctly. There is a white flash on the neck
(this is missing on first winter birds) and both
undertail coverts and rump are white

Common
Tern
Sturna
hirundo
Broad Habitat:
Shallow seas

The common tern

is @ summer visitor

arriving in mid April

and leaving again in

early autumn for

the West African coast. Common terns are pale
grey above with a darkening towards the wing
tips, they have a distinctly forked tail, with a
black head and nape. The black tipped bill is red
and so are the legs. They eat small fish, which
they catch by hovering and diving. The diet also
includes marine worms, insects, molluscs and
crustaceans. They nest in colonies of varying
sizes, on sand, pebbles or rock.

Shag

Phalacracorax aristotelis

Broad Habitat: Cliffs and shallow waters -
never inland

The shag is a common resident in Jersey. Shags
can be distinguished from the cormorant by the
fact that they never have white feathers, where
as cormorants do. Shags are, however, members
of the cormorant family, they appear black,

but they are in fact a dark, glossy metallic green.
Their feet are black, fully webbed and large.

The shag is a superb swimmer and hunts flatfish
and pollack. They breed from March to June

Great Black-Backed Gull
Larus marinus
Broad Habitat: Cliffs

The great black-backed gull has a rather slow
heavy flight. Its wings are black with a white
head, neck and tail, and a yellow bill. The great
black-backed gull feeds on nestlings and
occasionally adult
birds during the
breeding season.
At other times

of the year its
diet includes

fish, worms and
shellfish.

Oystercatcher

Haematopus ostralegus
Broad Habitat: Seashore

The oystercatcher is one of our most distinctive
coastal birds with bold contrasts of black and
white plumage, an orange bill and pale pink

legs. This rather stocky bird is a purposeful flyer
and the prominent snow white wing bar makes
him immediately recognisable. Oystercatchers
feed mainly on mussels, cockles, ragworm and
lugworm. Over a million birds winter each year
in Britain and Jersey’s resident population is
expanded during the winter months by birds
from Scandinavia. Single pairs are the norm in
Jersey and their nesting habitat is usually a small
rocky ledge or depression on the Island’s lower
cliff areas and offshore islets

Puffin
Fratercula arctica
Broad Habitat:

Cliffs

Jersey’s small colony

of puffins breed each

year on the North

West coast. Numbers

vary from year to year

and it is thought that

the birds are at the

southern-most edge of

their range here in the

Channe| |S|3nd$. They Photo courtesy of Stephen Westcott
arrive in March and

spend the spring and summer months rearing their
young in deep burrows on grassy ledges. They can
be best seen as they commute to and from their
offshore feeding grounds where they hunt sandeels
at depths of up to 15 metres. Occasionally they
can be seen just offshore gathered in small rafts.

In winter puffins spend their time far out to sea and
are rarely seen from the shore.

Herring Gull
Larus argentatus
Broad Habitat: Seashore

Herring gulls are a familiar
bird to Jersey with their
pale grey-blue wings and
mantle. The wing tips
are black with a circular
white patch near the tip,
often referred to as the
mirror. The legs are pink
and the yellow bill is
slightly hooked at the
tip with a red spot on
the lower mandible.
The head, neck and
underpants are
white. The herring
qullis a colonial
species both in and out of the
breeding season and can be found around
the whole of Jersey’s coastline and in town
settings. Fish, molluscs, worms and carrion make
up their diet.
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CODE OF CONDUCT
for Kitesurfing
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APPENDIX Il
USEFUL
REFERENCES

National Trust for Jersey

CONTACT

01534 483193
www.nationaltrustjersey.org.je

Action for Wildlife

01534 855342

Société Jersiaise

01534 758314
www.societe-jersiaise.org

WiSe

www.wisescheme.org

Pembrokeshire County Council

www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk

The Scottish Marine Wildlife Watching Code

www.marinecode.org/scottish-marine-code-g.asp

Jersey Environmental Protection

01534 441600
www.gov.je/PlanningEnvironment

Jersey Fisheries and Marine Resources

01534 441600
www.gov.je/PlanningEnvironment

Jersey Canoe Club

www jerseycanoeclub.co.uk

Jersey Climbing Club

www jerseyclimbs.com

Jersey Kitesurfing Association

www jerseykitesurfing.co.uk

GECC (Groupe D’Etude des Cétacés du
Cotentin - France)

http://pagesperso-orange.fr/gecc

Kempt Tower

01534 483651

Discovery Pier

01534617704

Maritime Museum

01534811043




Department of Planning and Environment
Environment Division
Howard Davis Farm

Trinity
Jersey
JE3 5JP

T. +44(0)1534 441600
F. +44(0)1534 441601
www.gov.je/PlanningEnvironment
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