“kayak rowed back by flshingr boat?’

Little undersranding of cucrents.
“rkayak with two childcen on board

rescued off a headland in rough seas.”
poor choice of venue.
“a paddler on a tandem kayak injured his
head when a swell capsized the pairin a cave?
Not wearing a helmet.

“while kayak fishing s5om from shore in
an offshore wind, he was swept round the
breakwater into overfalls: ‘1 thought 1 was ok
as the tide was coming in.”” he said.
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All reflect a lack of knowledge,
experience and skills. A common
theme: all were using sit on tops.

Sots are the new kids on the block
and sea kayaking is trying to ignore
them. Like a pesky little kid they
hope will go away. Sots might be

a passing fashion. They said that
about snowboards.

There are some retailers who have
little experience or knowledge of
paddle sport and spotted a market
opportunity. When one south coast
marine chandler sells over 200 sots it
indicates the size of the market. They
market how stable/safe sots are
and forget that most promotional
images are of warm water kayaking.
If trends continue closed cockpit
sea kayaking could become an
endangered species.

Print a safety disclaimer on the
kayak: “Buyer beware”. Not much
use if you cannot get advice and
training. | asked a retailer how he
would respond if a paddlér kguough'r
a sot on Fridoy and drowned on
Saturday. He now promotes courses L L
and safety training. | , O . 1.
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Maybe it does not matter. F )

The author is a BCU level 5 sea
H faced w kayak coach and sea kayaker for

o - éf‘ched rrT _ _ Ton over 35 years. He has extensive

o - = not- c.on3| ] neet 4 kayaking experience in Jersey,

s when Coast gu
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e operations. Calls to

® their needs _Channel Islands and overseas.
Tie don0ﬂe
S becau e SC¢ ivec ; His company, Jersey Kayak
il gs unwe ¢ il Adventures Lid offers guided tours
A 4 2 cot{l’rse ‘ ‘ j ; and courses for sit on tops and
e, & Nty ' 3 - closed cockpit sea kayaks.
LR | oﬁ'en ﬁ§ X 1 of the water He is the author of Sit on Top kayak,
. " Who believe arketing j elp promote sea a beginner’s manual, published
ol Qa"gg; and u cannot 1y all paddiers. by Pesda press
psize q sot -
! , -y www.jerseykayakadventures.co.uk
Many sit on fd D.C
S improve Skills andst 9
quick look at sa NS SO0
= . people want 'ro learn. There Ls ' . 1
not much sup;:for'r wﬁhe traditional”
* ~ sea-kayaking world to meet the |
L needs of sofs. * ‘vw -
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